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commentary on

40 ahâdeeth | arba’een | of Imaam Nawawi رﺣﻤﺔ اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ
with emphasis on perfecting one’s character

| lesson forty-two |
…

، اَﻟْ َﺤ ْﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﻧَ ْﺤ َﻤ ُﺪ ُه َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ِﻌﻴ ُﻨ ُﻪ َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ْﻐ ِﻔ ُﺮ ُه َوﻧُﺆ ِﻣ ُﻦ ِﺑ ِﻪ َو ﻧَﺘَ َﻮ ﻛ ُﱠﻞ َﻋﻠَﻴ ِﻪ
ِ َﴍ ْو ِر أَﻧْﻔ ُِﺴ َﻨﺎ َو ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺳ ﱢﻴﺌ
،  َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳَ ْﻬ ِﺪ ِه اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﻓَﻼَ ُﻣ ِﻀ ﱠﻞ ﻟَ ُﻪ َو َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳُﻀْ ﻠِ ْﻞ ﻓَﻼَ َﻫﺎ ِد َي ﻟَ ُﻪ،ﺎت أَ ْﻋ َامﻟِ َﻨﺎ
ُ ُ َوﻧَ ُﻌ ْﻮ ُذ ﺑِﺎﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ِﻣ ْﻦ
 َوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ﱠن َﺳﻴﱢ َﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ًﺪا َﻋﺒْ ُﺪ ُه َو َر ُﺳﻮﻟُ ُﻪ، ﴍ َﻳﻚ ﻟَ ُﻪ
ِ َ ََوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ْن ﻻَ إِﻟَ َﻪ إِﻻﱠ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َو ْﺣ َﺪ ُه ﻻ
Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness and we believe in Him and
we place our trust upon Him, and we seek refuge with Allah from the evils of ourselves and our evil actions.
Whomsoever Allah guides there is none who can misguide him, and whomsoever Allah misguides there is none who can
guide him, and we bear witness that none has the right to be worshiped except Allah alone, having no partner, and we
bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger
…

 َو َﻋ َﲆ آ ِل َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ َوﺑَﺎر ِْك َو َﺳﻠﱢ ْﻢ، ا َﻟﻠﱠ ُﻬ ﱠﻢ َﺻ ﱢﻞ َﻋ َﲆ َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ
Allahumma Salli 'ala Sayyidina Muhammad Wa’ala Aali Sayyidina Muhammadin Wa Baarik Wa Sallim | Oh
Allah shower blessings and peace upon our Master Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam and upon the family of
Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam

| hadith 41 |
The Sign of Faith

ِ َﻋ ْﻦ أَ ِيب ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ َﻋﺒْ ِﺪ اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﺑْﻦِ َﻋ ْﻤﺮِو ﺑْﻦِ اﻟْ َﻌ
ُ  ﻗ ََﺎل َر ُﺳ: ﻗ ََﺎل،ﴈ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻬ َام
ﻮل اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﺻﲆ اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ َ"ﻻ ﻳُ ْﺆ ِﻣ ُﻦ أَ َﺣ ُﺪﻛُ ْﻢ َﺣﺘﱠﻰ ﻳَﻜُﻮ َن
َ ِ ﺎص َر
" َﻫ َﻮا ُه ﺗ َ َﺒ ًﻌﺎ ﻟِ َام ِﺟﺌْ ُﺖ ِﺑ ِﻪ
ﺎب "اﻟْ ُﺤ ﱠﺠ ِﺔ" ِﺑ ِﺈ ْﺳ َﻨﺎ ٍد َﺻ ِﺤﻴ ٍﺢ
ِ َ َر َوﻳْ َﻨﺎ ُه ِﰲ ﻛِﺘ،ﻴﺢ
ٌ َﺣ ِﺪﻳﺚٌ َﺣ َﺴ ٌﻦ َﺻ ِﺤ
On the authority of Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin ’Amr bin al-’Aas Radiallahu Anhu, who said : Rasullullah
Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam said, “None of you [truly] believes until his desires are subservient to that which I
have brought.”
[Imam an-Nawawi says: We have related it in Kitab al-Hujjah with a Saheeh chain of narrators]
k
| BRIEF EXPLANTION |
In this Hadith we understand an important aspect of subjugating oneself to the Deen of Allah Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’ala. A person’s Imaan is not complete until he follows those commands and prohibitions, that which
Rasullullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam brought. Till one’s whims and desires do not become subservient to the
Deen, one cannot be a true Mu’min. After attesting the Nubuwwat of Rasullullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam, it
becomes necessary to adopt his way of life in all aspects.
• Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala has mentioned in the Noble Qur’aan :ﻮين
ِ ﻗ ُْﻞ إِن ﻛُﻨﺘُ ْﻢ ﺗ ُِﺤ ﱡﺒﻮ َن اﻟﻠﱠ َﻪ ﻓَﺎﺗ ﱠ ِﺒ ُﻌ
Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me ~Surah Al Imraan 3:31
• Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala has also mentioned in the Noble Qur’aan :

َو َﻣﺎ ﻛَﺎ َن ﻟِ ُﻤ ْﺆ ِﻣﻦٍ َو َﻻ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣ َﻨ ٍﺔ إِذَا ﻗ ََﴣ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َو َر ُﺳﻮﻟُ ُﻪ أَ ْﻣ ًﺮا أَن ﻳَﻜُﻮ َن ﻟَ ُﻬ ُﻢ اﻟ ِْﺨ َ َري ُة ِﻣ ْﻦ أَ ْﻣ ِﺮ ِﻫ ْﻢ

It is not for a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decided a matter, that they
should [thereafter] have any choice about their affair. ~ Surah Al Ahzaab 33:36

All acts of disobedience arise from giving preference to what the self loves over what Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala
and Rasullullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam loves. Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala describes the idolaters in following
their desires in numerous Ayaah of the Noble Qur’aan.
• Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala has mentioned in the Noble Qur’aan :

ﻓَ ِﺈن ﻟﱠ ْﻢ ﻳَ ْﺴﺘَﺠِﻴ ُﺒﻮا ﻟ ََﻚ ﻓَﺎ ْﻋﻠَ ْﻢ أَمنﱠ َﺎ ﻳَﺘﱠ ِﺒ ُﻌﻮ َن أَ ْﻫ َﻮا َء ُﻫ ْﻢ ۚ َو َﻣ ْﻦ أَﺿَ ﱡﻞ ِﻣ ﱠﻤﻦِ اﺗ ﱠ َﺒ َﻊ َﻫ َﻮا ُه ِﺑﻐ َْريِ ُﻫ ًﺪى ﱢﻣ َﻦ اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ

But if they do not respond to you - then know that they only follow their [own] desires. And who is more astray than
one who follows his desire without guidance from Allah? ~ Surah Al Qasas 28:50

Those who’s hearts are filled with the love of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala and the love of Rasullullah Sallallahu
Alayhi Wa Sallam, the pure and flawless Shariah then becomes second nature to them. They then reach a stage
where their Nafs (inner-self) desires only that which Shariah desires from them.
• Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala has mentioned in the Noble Qur’aan :

َ َوأَ ﱠﻣﺎ َﻣ ْﻦ َﺧ
ْﺲ َﻋﻦِ اﻟْ َﻬ َﻮ ٰى ﻓَ ِﺈ ﱠن اﻟْ َﺠ ﱠﻨ َﺔ ِﻫ َﻲ اﻟ َْأمْ َو ٰى
َ ﺎف َﻣﻘَﺎ َم َرﺑﱢ ِﻪ َوﻧَ َﻬﻰ اﻟ ﱠﻨﻔ

But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and forbade the lower self it’s [unlawful] inclination.Then indeed,
Paradise will be [his] refuge. ~ Surah An Naaziaat 79:40/41

