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commentary on

40 ahâdeeth | arba’een | of Imaam Nawawi رﺣﻤﺔ اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ
with emphasis on perfecting one’s character

| lesson thirty-seven |
…

، اَﻟْ َﺤ ْﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﻧَ ْﺤ َﻤ ُﺪ ُه َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ِﻌﻴ ُﻨ ُﻪ َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ْﻐ ِﻔ ُﺮ ُه َوﻧُﺆ ِﻣ ُﻦ ِﺑ ِﻪ َو ﻧَﺘَ َﻮ ﻛ ُﱠﻞ َﻋﻠَﻴ ِﻪ
ِ َﴍ ْو ِر أَﻧْﻔ ُِﺴ َﻨﺎ َو ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺳ ﱢﻴﺌ
،  َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳَ ْﻬ ِﺪ ِه اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﻓَﻼَ ُﻣ ِﻀ ﱠﻞ ﻟَ ُﻪ َو َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳُﻀْ ﻠِ ْﻞ ﻓَﻼَ َﻫﺎ ِد َي ﻟَ ُﻪ،ﺎت أَ ْﻋ َامﻟِ َﻨﺎ
ُ ُ َوﻧَ ُﻌ ْﻮ ُذ ﺑِﺎﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ِﻣ ْﻦ
 َوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ﱠن َﺳﻴﱢ َﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ًﺪا َﻋﺒْ ُﺪ ُه َو َر ُﺳﻮﻟُ ُﻪ، ﴍ َﻳﻚ ﻟَ ُﻪ
ِ َ ََوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ْن ﻻَ إِﻟَ َﻪ إِﻻﱠ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َو ْﺣ َﺪ ُه ﻻ
Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness and we believe in Him and
we place our trust upon Him, and we seek refuge with Allah from the evils of ourselves and our evil actions.
Whomsoever Allah guides there is none who can misguide him, and whomsoever Allah misguides there is none who can
guide him, and we bear witness that none has the right to be worshiped except Allah alone, having no partner, and we
bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger
…

 َو َﻋ َﲆ آ ِل َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ َوﺑَﺎر ِْك َو َﺳﻠﱢ ْﻢ، ا َﻟﻠﱠ ُﻬ ﱠﻢ َﺻ ﱢﻞ َﻋ َﲆ َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ
Allahumma Salli 'ala Sayyidina Muhammad Wa’ala Aali Sayyidina Muhammadin Wa Baarik Wa Sallim | Oh
Allah shower blessings and peace upon our Master Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam and upon the family of
Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam

| lesson thirty-seven | hadith 36 |
The Virtue of Gathering for the Remembrance of Allah

ﱠﺲ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ ﻛُ ْﺮﺑَ ًﺔ ِﻣ ْﻦ
َ ﱠﺲ َﻋ ْﻦ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣﻦٍ ﻛُ ْﺮﺑَ ًﺔ ِﻣ ْﻦ ﻛُ َﺮ ِب اﻟ ﱡﺪﻧْ َﻴﺎ ﻧَﻔ
َ  َﻣ ْﻦ ﻧَﻔ:ﴈ اﻟﻠ ُﻪ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ َﻋ ْﻦ اﻟ ﱠﻨ ِﺒ ﱢﻲ ﺻﲆ اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ ﻗ ََﺎل
َ ِ َﻋ ْﻦ أَ ِيب ُﻫ َﺮﻳْ َﺮ َة َر
ِ َوا َﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ِﰲ َﻋ ْﻮن،  َو َﻣ ْﻦ َﺳ َ َﱰ ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِام َﺳ َﱰَ ُه اﻟﻠ ُﻪ ِﰲ اﻟ ﱡﺪﻧْ َﻴﺎ َو ْاﻵ ِﺧ َﺮ ِة،ﴪ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َﻋﻠَ ْﻴ ِﻪ ِﰲ اﻟ ﱡﺪﻧْ َﻴﺎ َو ْاﻵ ِﺧ َﺮ ِة
ٍ ِ ﴪ َﻋ َﲆ ُﻣ ْﻌ
َ  َو َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳَ ﱠ،ﻛُ َﺮ ِب ﻳَ ْﻮ ِم اﻟْ ِﻘﻴَﺎ َﻣ ِﺔ
َ  ﻳ َ ﱠ،ﴪ
 َو َﻣﺎ ا ْﺟﺘَ َﻤ َﻊ ﻗَ ْﻮ ٌم ِﰲ ﺑَﻴْ ٍﺖ ِﻣ ْﻦ، َو َﻣ ْﻦ َﺳﻠ ََﻚ ﻃَﺮِﻳﻘًﺎ ﻳَﻠْﺘَ ِﻤ ُﺲ ِﻓﻴ ِﻪ ِﻋﻠ ًْام َﺳ ﱠﻬ َﻞ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﻟَ ُﻪ ِﺑ ِﻪ ﻃَﺮِﻳﻘًﺎ َإﱃ اﻟْ َﺠ ﱠﻨ ِﺔ،اﻟْ َﻌﺒْ ِﺪ َﻣﺎ ﻛَﺎ َن اﻟْ َﻌﺒْ ُﺪ ِﰲ َﻋ ْﻮنِ أَ ِﺧﻴ ِﻪ
ِ ﺑُ ُﻴ
 َو َذﻛَ َﺮ ُﻫ ْﻢ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ، َو َﺣﻔﱠﺘ ُﻬ ُﻢ اﳌَﻼَﺋِﻜَﺔ، َوﻏ َِﺸ َﻴﺘْ ُﻬ ْﻢ اﻟ ﱠﺮ ْﺣ َﻤ ُﺔ،اﻟﺴ ِﻜﻴ َﻨ ُﺔ
َ  َوﻳَﺘَ َﺪا َر ُﺳﻮﻧَ ُﻪ ِﻓ،ﺎب اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ
ﻴام ﺑَ ْﻴ َﻨ ُﻬ ْﻢ؛ ﱠإﻻ ﻧَ َﺰﻟ َْﺖ َﻋﻠَ ْﻴ ِﻬ ْﻢ ﱠ
َ َﻮت اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﻳَﺘْﻠُﻮ َن ﻛِﺘ
ﴪ ْع ِﺑ ِﻪ ﻧ ََﺴ ُﺒ ُﻪ
ِ ْ ُ َو َﻣ ْﻦ أَﺑَﻄْﺄَ ِﺑ ِﻪ َﻋ َﻤﻠُ ُﻪ ﻟَ ْﻢ ﻳ،ِﻓﻴ َﻤ ْﻦ ِﻋ ْﻨ َﺪ ُه

[] َر َوا ُه ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ ٌﻢ
On the authority of Abu Hurairah Radiallahu Anhu who said : Rasullullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam said :
Whoever removes a worldly grief from a believer, Allah will remove from him one of the grief’s of the Day of
Resurrection. And whoever alleviates the need of a needy person, Allah will alleviate his needs in this world and
the Hereafter. Whoever conceals the misdeeds of a Muslim, Allah will shield him in this world and the Hereafter.
And Allah will aid His slave so long as he aids his brother. And whoever follows a path to seek knowledge therein,
Allah will make easy for him a path to Paradise. No people gather together in one of the Houses of Allah, reciting
the Book of Allah and studying it among themselves, except that Sakeenah (tranquillity) descends upon them, and
mercy envelops them, and the angels surround them, and Allah mentions them amongst those who are with Him.
And whoever is slowed down by his actions, will not be hastened forward by his lineage. [Muslim]
k
| BRIEF EXPLANTION |
1] In this Hadith, seven important things have been mentioned… four of which pertain to the rights of a Believer.
We have been foremost exhorted in this Hadith to relieve a Muslim brother from any distress (pain, suffering,
anxiety) that he may be experiencing and lighten his difficulties.

The meaning of ﱠﺲ
َ “ ﻧَﻔNaffasah” (mentioned in this Hadith) is likened to a person who removes a strangling cord
around the neck of another person, allowing him to breathe. Similarly, a Muslim should endeavour to remove the
distress and anxiety of his Muslim brother. For delivering him from his pain and suffering and bringing on ease,
there is great reward.
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam has mentioned in a Hadeeth :

ٍ َ أَ ﱡميَﺎ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣﻦٍ أَﻃْ َﻌ َﻢ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣ ًﻨﺎ َﻋ َﲆ ُﺟﻮ ٍع أَﻃْ َﻌ َﻤ ُﻪ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﻳَ ْﻮ َم اﻟْ ِﻘ َﻴﺎ َﻣ ِﺔ ِﻣ ْﻦ ِمث َﺎ ِر اﻟْ َﺠ ﱠﻨ ِﺔ َوأَ ﱡميَﺎ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣﻦٍ َﺳﻘَﻰ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣ ًﻨﺎ َﻋ َﲆ ﻇ
َإم َﺳﻘَﺎ ُه اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﻳَ ْﻮ َم اﻟْ ِﻘ َﻴﺎ َﻣ ِﺔ ِﻣ َﻦ
ﴬ اﻟْ َﺠ ﱠﻨ ِﺔ
ِ ْ ﻮم َوأَ ﱡميَﺎ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣﻦٍ ﻛ ََﺴﺎ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣ ًﻨﺎ َﻋ َﲆ ُﻋ ْﺮىٍ ﻛ ََﺴﺎ ُه اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ِﻣ ْﻦ ُﺧ
ِ ُاﻟ ﱠﺮ ِﺣﻴﻖِ اﻟْ َﻤ ْﺨﺘ
Whichever believer feeds a hungry believer , Allah feeds him from the fruits of Paradise on the Day of
Resurrection. Whichever believer gives drink to a thirsty believer, Allah gives him to drink from the 'sealed
nectar' on the Day of Resurrection. Whichever believer clothes a naked believer, Allah clothes him from the
green garments of Paradise. [Tirmidhi]

2] We have also been encouraged in this Hadith to make things easier for someone who is hard-pressed in this
world, with regards to his property, finances, social issues or by granting him respite in repaying his debt until it
become easier for him to fulfil his due…Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam has mentioned in a Hadeeth :

ﱠﺲ َﻋ ْﻦ َﻏ ِﺮميِ ِﻪ أَ ْو َﻣ َﺤﺎ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ ﻛَﺎ َن ِﰲ ِﻇ ﱢﻞ اﻟْ َﻌ ْﺮ ِش ﻳَ ْﻮ َم اﻟْ ِﻘ َﻴﺎ َﻣ ِﺔ
َ َﻣ ْﻦ ﻧَﻔ

Whoever grants respite to someone in difficulty or relieves him of his debt Allah will shade him on the Day of
Qiyamah [Muslim]
3] We have also been exhorted in this Hadeeth, to conceal the wrong of our Muslim brother and Allah Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’ala will conceal our faults in the Hereafter, but one who exposes the vulnerability of his Muslim brother
then Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala will expose his faults to the extent that Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala will
disgrace him in his own house. Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam said :
، َوا َﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ِﰲ َﻋ ْﻮنِ اﻟْ َﻌﺒْ ِﺪ َﻣﺎ ﻛَﺎ َن اﻟْ َﻌﺒْ ُﺪ ِﰲ َﻋ ْﻮنِ أَ ِﺧﻴ ِﻪAnd Allah will aid His slave so long as he aids his brother.**
**This has been explained previously in detail in Hadeeth 36
4] Thereafter, Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam explained “Ilm-e-Deen” ie; travelling on a path and seeking
knowledge of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala. Through knowledge one is able to understand the laws of Shariah
and what Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala wants from us Believers. Whoever travels on a path seeking knowledge,
Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala will make the path towards Paradise easy… hence, it will be easy for him to practice
upon this knowledge. Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam has mentioned in a Hadeeth :

ِ ُ ﻓَ ِﺈذَا اﻧْﻄَ َﻤ َﺴ ِﺖ اﻟ ﱡﻨ ُﺠﻮ ُم ﻳ،  ﻳُ ْﻬﺘَ َﺪى ِﺑ َﻬﺎ ِﰲ ﻇُﻠ َُام ِت اﻟ َ ﱢْﱪ َواﻟْ َﺒ ْﺤ ِﺮ، اﻟﺴ َام ِء
ﻮﺷ ُﻚ أَ ْن ﺗ َِﻀ ﱠﻞ اﻟْ ُﻬ َﺪا ُة
ِ إِ ﱠن َﻣﺜ ََﻞ اﻟْ ُﻌﻠ ََام ِء ِﰲ اﻷَ ْر ِض ﻛَ َﻤﺜَﻞِ ﻧُ ُﺠ
ﻮم ﱠ
The simile of the scholars of knowledge on the earth is the stars in the sky by which one is guided in the
darkness of the land and the sea…. When the stars are clouded over, the guides are about to be lost. [Musnad
Ahmad]

As long as knowledge remains on the earth, people will be guided. The remaining of knowledge depends on the
existence of the Ulama [scholars]. When they disappear from this world, then people will fall into error.
5/6] Thereafter, Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam explained the importance of reciting the Noble Qur’aan
and teaching it and making Zikr in the house of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala.

Four favours have been bestowed upon such people who gather in the house of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala,
reading the Qu’aan and teaching it to one another : 1] peace and tranquillity descends upon them; 2] mercy
envelopes them; 3] the Angels cover such a gathering; 4] and Allah Ta’ala remembers them in the gathering of the
Angels.
7] And finally, Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam explained the importance of one who performs righteous
actions. One who lacks in performing good deeds cannot just have hopes on his lineage… perhaps he may be in
the family of a Nabi or Wali or Aalim but that will not assist him on the day of Qiyamah. Rasulullah Sallallahu
Alayhi Wasallam mentioned to his own relatives : “I cannot avail you in any way with Allah”.

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala has mentioned in the Noble Qur’aan :

ﺎب ﺑَ ْﻴ َﻨ ُﻬ ْﻢ ﻳَ ْﻮ َﻣ ِﺌ ٍﺬ َو َﻻ ﻳَﺘَ َﺴﺎ َءﻟُﻮ َن
ﻓَ ِﺈذَا ﻧُ ِﻔ َﺦ ِﰲ ﱡ
َ َاﻟﺼﻮ ِر ﻓ ََﻼ أ
َ ﻧﺴ

Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship [family ties] among them that Day, nor will they ask
of one another. [Surah Al-Mu'minoon 23:101]
| SUMMARY |
Seven important things were discussed in this Hadeeth. Those four things relating to the rights of a Muslim brother
and how we should conduct ourselves in assisting him. Fifthly, the importance reciting the Noble Qur’aan,
teaching it and making Zikr in the house of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala. Sixth is the importance of seeking
knowledge and lastly, the fact that we should perform righteous deeds and not just depend on lineages.

