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lessons from ahâdeeth shareef
by Moulana Naeem Motala
…
commentary on

40 ahâdeeth | arba’een | of Imaam Nawawi رﺣﻤﺔ اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ
with emphasis on perfecting one’s character

| lesson thirty-nine |
…

، اَﻟْ َﺤ ْﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﻧَ ْﺤ َﻤ ُﺪ ُه َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ِﻌﻴ ُﻨ ُﻪ َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ْﻐ ِﻔ ُﺮ ُه َوﻧُﺆ ِﻣ ُﻦ ِﺑ ِﻪ َو ﻧَﺘَ َﻮ ﻛ ُﱠﻞ َﻋﻠَﻴ ِﻪ
ِ َﴍ ْو ِر أَﻧْﻔ ُِﺴ َﻨﺎ َو ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺳ ﱢﻴﺌ
،  َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳَ ْﻬ ِﺪ ِه اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﻓَﻼَ ُﻣ ِﻀ ﱠﻞ ﻟَ ُﻪ َو َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳُﻀْ ﻠِ ْﻞ ﻓَﻼَ َﻫﺎ ِد َي ﻟَ ُﻪ،ﺎت أَ ْﻋ َامﻟِ َﻨﺎ
ُ ُ َوﻧَ ُﻌ ْﻮ ُذ ﺑِﺎﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ِﻣ ْﻦ
 َوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ﱠن َﺳﻴﱢ َﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ًﺪا َﻋﺒْ ُﺪ ُه َو َر ُﺳﻮﻟُ ُﻪ، ﴍ َﻳﻚ ﻟَ ُﻪ
ِ َ ََوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ْن ﻻَ إِﻟَ َﻪ إِﻻﱠ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َو ْﺣ َﺪ ُه ﻻ
Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness and we
believe in Him and we place our trust upon Him, and we seek refuge with Allah from the evils of
ourselves and our evil actions. Whomsoever Allah guides there is none who can misguide him, and
whomsoever Allah misguides there is none who can guide him, and we bear witness that none has the
right to be worshiped except Allah alone, having no partner, and we bear witness that Muhammad is
His slave and His Messenger
…

 َو َﻋ َﲆ آ ِل َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ َوﺑَﺎر ِْك َو َﺳﻠﱢ ْﻢ، ا َﻟﻠﱠ ُﻬ ﱠﻢ َﺻ ﱢﻞ َﻋ َﲆ َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ
Allahumma Salli 'ala Sayyidina Muhammad Wa’ala Aali Sayyidina Muhammadin Wa Baarik Wa
Sallim | Oh Allah shower blessings and peace upon our Master Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa
Sallam and upon the family of Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam

| hadith 38 |
Attaining Nearness to Allah and His Love
 " َﻣ ْﻦ َﻋﺎ َدى ِﱄ َوﻟِﻴٍّﺎ ﻓَﻘْﺪ: ﻗ ََﺎل َر ُﺳﻮل اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﺻﲆ اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ إ ﱠن اﻟﻠﱠ َﻪ ﺗ َ َﻌ َﺎﱃ ﻗ ََﺎل:ﴈ اﻟﻠ ُﻪ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ ﻗ ََﺎل
َ ِ َﻋ ْﻦ أَ ِيب ُﻫ َﺮﻳْ َﺮة َر
إﱄ ﺑِﺎﻟ ﱠﻨ َﻮا ِﻓﻞِ َﺣﺘﱠﻰ
 َو َﻻ ﻳَ َﺰ ُال َﻋ ْﺒ ِﺪي ﻳَﺘَ َﻘ ﱠﺮ ُب َ ﱠ،إﱄ ِﻣ ﱠام اﻓ َْﱰَﺿْ ﺘُ ُﻪ َﻋﻠَ ْﻴ ِﻪ
ِﴚ ٍء أَ َﺣ ﱠﺐ َ ﱠ
 َو َﻣﺎ ﺗ َ َﻘ ﱠﺮ َب َ ﱠ،آ َذﻧْﺘ ُﻪ ﺑِﺎﻟْ َﺤ ْﺮ ِب
ْ َ إﱄ َﻋ ْﺒ ِﺪي ﺑ
، َو ِر ْﺟﻠَ ُﻪ اﻟﱠ ِﺘﻲ َ ْمي ِﴚ ِﺑ َﻬﺎ، َوﻳَ َﺪ ُه اﻟﱠ ِﺘﻲ ﻳَ ْﺒ ِﻄ ُﺶ ِﺑ َﻬﺎ،ﴫ ِﺑ ِﻪ
ُ ِ ﴫ ُه اﻟ ِﱠﺬي ﻳُ ْﺒ
َ َ َ َوﺑ، ﻓَ ِﺈذَا أَ ْﺣ َﺒ ْﺒﺘُ ُﻪ ﻛُ ْﻨﺖ َﺳ ْﻤ َﻌ ُﻪ اﻟ ِﱠﺬي ﻳَ ْﺴ َﻤ ُﻊ ِﺑ ِﻪ،أُ ِﺣ ﱠﺒ ُﻪ
 َوﻟ ِ َْﱧ ْاﺳﺘَ َﻌﺎذ َِين َﻷُ ِﻋﻴ َﺬﻧﱠ ُﻪ،َوﻟ ِ َْﱧ َﺳﺄَﻟَ ِﻨﻲ َﻷُ ْﻋ ِﻄ َﻴ ﱠﻨ ُﻪ
[] َر َوا ُه اﻟْﺒُ َﺨﺎر ﱡِي
On the authority of Abu Hurairah Radiallahu Anhu who said : Rasullullah Sallallahu
Alayhi Wa Sallam said :
“Verily Allah Ta’ala has said: ‘Whosoever shows enmity to a Wali (friend) of Mine,
then I have declared war against him. And My servant does not draw near to Me
with anything more loved to Me than the religious duties I have obligated upon him.
And My servant continues to draw near to me with Nafil (supererogatory) deeds
until I Love him. When I Love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, and his
sight with which he sees, and his hand with which he strikes, and his foot with which
he walks. Were he to ask [something] of Me, I would surely give it to him; and were
he to seek refuge with Me, I would surely grant him refuge.’ ”
[Al-Bukhari]

k

| BRIEF EXPLANTION |

This a Hadith-e-Qudsi covering many important issues, namely :
(1) The virtues and the rank of the true friends of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala
(Awliyaa) and (2) the reward for performing Faraaidh (compulsory acts of worship)
and (3) the reward for performing Nawaafil (obligatory acts of worship)

(1) The virtues and the rank of the true friends of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala
(Awliyaa)
There is a very serious threat in this Hadith against those people who harbour enmity
or malice towards the Awliyaa (friends of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala), because
Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala declares war against such people. Humiliation and
problems will be a such a person’s lot in this world and a disgraceful and painful
punishment awaits him in the Hereafter.
(2) the reward for performing Faraaidh (compulsory acts of worship) and (3) the
reward for performing Nawaafil (obligatory acts of worship)

The Hadith further mentions the importance of attaining closeness to Allah
Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala, firstly through Faraaidh and then through Nawaafil.
The greatest proximity to to Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala is attained through
Faraaidh (obligatory acts of Ibaadah that Allah has placed upon us). This nearness is
further enhanced through Nawaafil and abstention from prohibitions and Haraam.
When a person becomes closer to Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala through Nawaafil
acts of Ibadaah, Allah begins to love a person and says :

، َوﻳَ َﺪ ُه اﻟﱠ ِﺘﻲ ﻳَ ْﺒﻄ ُُﺶ ِﺑ َﻬﺎ َو ِر ْﺟﻠَ ُﻪ اﻟﱠ ِﺘﻲ َميْ ِﴚ ِﺑ َﻬﺎ،ﴫ ِﺑ ِﻪ
ُ ِ ﴫ ُه اﻟ ِﱠﺬي ﻳُ ْﺒ
َ َ َ َوﺑ،ﻓَ ِﺈذَا أَ ْﺣ َﺒ ْﺒﺘُ ُﻪ ﻛُ ْﻨ ُﺖ َﺳ ْﻤ َﻌ ُﻪ اﻟ ِﱠﺬي ﻳَ ْﺴ َﻤ ُﻊ ِﺑ ِﻪ
I become his hearing with which he hears, and his sight with which he sees, and his hand
with which he strikes, and his leg with which he walks…..[Bukhaari]
The Muhadditheen explain this to mean, his limbs become the instruments of virtue
and henceforth this servant will not use them in any act of displeasure of Allah
Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala. He will only look at those things in which Allah’s pleasure
lies, he will hear only those things which Allah desires, he will touch only those things
sanctioned by Allah, he will walk to those places only where Allah has permitted….
There is no doubt that this is a very high an lofty position that a person attains. Allah
Ta’ala becomes the helper of such a person. Allah Ta’ala guides him. Allah Ta’ala
uses him to do acts that will gain HIS pleasure. And when he begs from Allah Ta’ala,
Allah answers him…and when he seeks protection from Allah Ta’ala, Allah grants
him HIS protection.

