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…
commentary on

40 ahâdeeth | arba’een | of Imaam Nawawi رﺣﻤﺔ اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ
with emphasis on perfecting one’s character

| lesson twenty-two |
…

، اَﻟْ َﺤ ْﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﻧَ ْﺤ َﻤ ُﺪ ُه َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ِﻌﻴ ُﻨ ُﻪ َوﻧ َْﺴﺘَ ْﻐ ِﻔ ُﺮ ُه َوﻧُﺆ ِﻣ ُﻦ ِﺑ ِﻪ َو ﻧَﺘَ َﻮ ﻛ ُﱠﻞ َﻋﻠَﻴ ِﻪ
ِ َﴍ ْو ِر أَﻧْﻔ ُِﺴ َﻨﺎ َو ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺳ ﱢﻴﺌ
،  َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳَ ْﻬ ِﺪ ِه اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﻓَﻼَ ُﻣ ِﻀ ﱠﻞ ﻟَ ُﻪ َو َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳُﻀْ ﻠِ ْﻞ ﻓَﻼَ َﻫﺎ ِد َي ﻟَ ُﻪ،ﺎت أَ ْﻋ َامﻟِ َﻨﺎ
ُ ُ َوﻧَ ُﻌ ْﻮ ُذ ﺑِﺎﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ِﻣ ْﻦ
 َوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ﱠن َﺳﻴﱢ َﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ًﺪا َﻋﺒْ ُﺪ ُه َو َر ُﺳﻮﻟُ ُﻪ، ﴍ َﻳﻚ ﻟَ ُﻪ
ِ َ ََوﻧَﺸْ َﻬ ُﺪ أَ ْن ﻻَ إِﻟَ َﻪ إِﻻﱠ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ َو ْﺣ َﺪ ُه ﻻ
Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness and we
believe in Him and we place our trust upon Him, and we seek refuge with Allah from the evils of
ourselves and our evil actions. Whomsoever Allah guides there is none who can misguide him, and
whomsoever Allah misguides there is none who can guide him, and we bear witness that none has the
right to be worshiped except Allah alone, having no partner, and we bear witness that Muhammad is
His slave and His Messenger
…

 َو َﻋ َﲆ آ ِل َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ َوﺑَﺎر ِْك َو َﺳﻠﱢ ْﻢ، ا َﻟﻠﱠ ُﻬ ﱠﻢ َﺻ ﱢﻞ َﻋ َﲆ َﺳ ﱢﻴ ِﺪﻧﺎَ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ
Allahumma Salli 'ala Sayyidina Muhammad Wa’ala Aali Sayyidina Muhammadin Wa Baarik Wa
Sallim | Oh Allah shower blessings and peace upon our Master Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa
Sallam and upon the family of Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam

| hadith 21 |
steadfastness (istiqaamah)

َ  ﻳَﺎ َر ُﺳ: ﻗُﻠْﺖ:ﴈ اﻟﻠ ُﻪ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ ﻗ ََﺎل
!ﻮل اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ
َ ِ  أَ ِيب َﻋ ْﻤ َﺮ َة ُﺳ ْﻔﻴَﺎ َن ﺑْﻦِ َﻋﺒْ ِﺪ اﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ َر:َﻋ ْﻦ أَ ِيب َﻋ ْﻤﺮٍو َو ِﻗ َﻴﻞ
ِ ْ ﻗ ُْﻞ ِﱄ ِﰲ
 أ َﻣ ْﻨﺖ ِﺑﺎَﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ ﺛ ُ ﱠﻢ ْاﺳﺘَ ِﻘ ْﻢ: ﻗ ُْﻞ:اﻹ ْﺳ َﻼ ِم ﻗَ ْﻮ ًﻻ َﻻ أَ ْﺳﺄَ ُل َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ أَ َﺣ ًﺪا ﻏ ْ ََريك؛ ﻗ ََﺎل

[] َر َوا ُه ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ ٌﻢ

Hazrat Abi Amr Radiallahu Anhu – and it also said Hazrat Abi Amrah Sufyaan bin
Abdullah Radiallahu Anhu who said: “I said, “O Rasullullah! (Sallallahu Alayhi Wa
Sallam) … tell me a statement about Islam such that I will not have to ask anyone
other than you”. He (Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) answered, “Say, I believe in Allah
and then stand firm and steadfast (on that)”.
[Muslim]

k

| BRIEF EXPLANTION |
In this Hadith, we understand that Sufyaan bin Abdullah Radiallahu Anhu makes a
request to Rasullullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam to teach him some comprehensive
words concerning the matter of Islam, which would be sufficient that he would not
need anything else after that.
Rasullullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam said to him, “Say, I have Imaan in Allah and
then go straight ahead and then be steadfast on it”.

This all embracing advice covers all aspects of our Deen, more especially, our beliefs
(Aqeedah) and our actions (A’maal).

 أ َﻣ ْﻨﺖ ِﺑﺎَﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ: ‘I have brought Imaan in Allah’, affirming thereby, one has become a true
believer, one has accepted all the fundamental beliefs of Deen, one will fulfil the
demands of Deen by adopting the qualities of a believer and one will become
steadfast on every condition and every occasion. One will unswervingly continue to
discharge the obligations of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala.
Hazrat ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab Radiallahu Anhu would recite the following verse :

ﴩوا ﺑِﺎﻟْ َﺠ ﱠﻨ ِﺔ اﻟﱠ ِﺘﻲ ﻛُﻨﺘُ ْﻢ ﺗ ُﻮ َﻋ ُﺪو َن
َ إِ ﱠن اﻟ ِﱠﺬ
ُ ِ ْﻳﻦ ﻗَﺎﻟُﻮا َرﺑﱡ َﻨﺎ اﻟﻠﱠ ُﻪ ﺛ ُ ﱠﻢ ْاﺳﺘَﻘَﺎ ُﻣﻮا ﺗَﺘَ َﻨ ﱠﺰ ُل َﻋﻠَ ْﻴ ِﻬ ُﻢ اﻟْ َﻤ َﻼﺋِ َﻜ ُﺔ أَ ﱠﻻ ﺗ َ َﺨﺎﻓُﻮا َو َﻻ ﺗ َ ْﺤ َﺰﻧُﻮا َوأَﺑ
Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah (Alone), and then remained on a right course (steadfast) the angels
will descend upon them, [saying], "Do not fear and do not grieve but receive good tidings of Paradise, which
you were promised. [Surah Fussilat 41:30]

and thereafter say, that this refers to the fact that they do not turn deceitfully, this
way and that way, like the fox does. One remains conscious of Allah Ta’ala’s orders
and avoids Allah Ta’ala’s disobedience and maintains firmness in executing the
demands of Imaan and Islam, without dodging any command of Allah Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’ala or being deceitful in any way.

When the verse :

َﺎب َﻣ َﻌ َﻚ َو َﻻ ﺗَﻄْ َﻐ ْﻮا ۚ إِﻧﱠ ُﻪ مبِ َﺎ ﺗ َ ْﻌ َﻤﻠُﻮ َن ﺑَ ِﺼ ٌري
َ ﻓ َْﺎﺳﺘَ ِﻘ ْﻢ ﻛ ََام أُ ِﻣ ْﺮتَ َو َﻣﻦ ﺗ
Therefore stand firm (steadfast on the straight Path) as you have been commanded, and those who have turned
back with you [in repentance to Allah ] and transgress not. Verily, He is All-Seer of what you do. [Surah Hud
11:112]

was revealed … Rasullullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam was never seen to be
laughing again. He would hasten to exert himself energetically in fulfilling the
commands of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala as he had been commanded.
Isitiqaamah is travelling the straight path without turning away from it, to the right
or to the left. It comprises doing all acts of obedience (outward and inward).

